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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX

MARY’S YES, OUR MODEL 

Thank God it is December, the last month of  the year 2020! Do I hear a sigh of  
relief ? We can all look forward to the holidays especially the Christmas holiday. I 
consider the month of  December to be the month of  Mary our Mother. This is 
because the church celebrates some important feast of  Our Lady in December.  On 
the 8th is the Solemnity of  the Immaculate Conception, and the 12th is the Feast of  
Our Lady of  Guadalupe. On December 25, we celebrate the birth of  Jesus Christ, 
but we cannot talk about his birth without reference to Mary the mother. The Sunday 
after Christmas, we celebrate the Feast of  the Holy Family of  
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, and on the first day of  January, we 
celebrate the Solemnity of  Mary the Mother of  God. These 
special feasts celebrate the life of  our Blessed Mother and her 

obedience to the will of  the Father.  

The “Yes” of  Mary to God at the Annunciation proved to be the most important 
“Yes” in history. When she said: “Behold, I am the handmaid of  the Lord. May it 
be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1: 38), Mary effectively provided the 
world with the Word that became flesh, Jesus the savior of  the world. She 
responded in a positive way to God’s will for her even though it brought her pain, 
suffering and sacrifice. It was that response that made her the Mother of  Jesus and 
the Mother of  the Church. As a mother, Mary is also our model of  faith and 
obedience to God. She is the first disciple who completely fulfilled the will of  God. 
This is what the church and her children are called to do.  

As Catholics, we do not just jump into Christmas. We prepare for Christmas by way of  Advent, a short but 
meaningful season of  preparation for the coming of  the Lord. Before you set up decorations 
for Christmas, make sure you light the candles for Advent. In ordinary circumstances, the 
expectation of  a child requires some preparation. Parents think of  what name to give the 
child, they prepare a room and a crib ready to receive the child when he/she is born. The 
preparation and anticipation bring both excitement and uncertainties. Mary and Joseph went 
through these emotions too but their “Yes” to God helped them to trust that everything will be 

well. Our celebration of  Christmas is a confirmation that everything did end well, though not without 
some pain. The child Jesus became the savior through his suffering, death, and resurrection.   

The world is still struggling with the impact of  the pandemic. There is hope that vaccination against 
coronavirus will commence soon and its effectiveness will restore the world to some sense of  normalcy. I 
look forward to a church filled again with the faithful without masks, freely and cheerfully praising God 
with all their hearts and minds. As helpful as virtual Masses or livestream Masses were during this 
pandemic, we all know it cannot replace the actual presence of  the faithful together in church for worship. 
As a Club, we have kept the faith through prayers and virtual meetings during the pandemic. Hopefully, 
our Serra Club meetings will also return to in person, and we can hug, greet each other with great affection 
and carry out outreach programs for vocations again. 

I thank God for all our members who continue to say “Yes” in the footsteps of  our Blessed Mother as a 
disciple of  Jesus even during this difficult year. Do not forget to count your blessings too. May our departed 
loved ones who died during this year, rest in the peace of  Christ! May the birth of  Jesus that we celebrate at 
Christmas, bring us joy and blessings, and may the year 2021 bring us renewed hope and trust in God!  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Father Felix
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK

The season of Advent is upon us and the celebration of our Lord and 
Savior’s incarnation is just a few short weeks away.
In recent years, I have prayed that I would be able to enjoy the 
Holidays with the same excitement and starry-eyed wonder of my 
childhood.  There is so much to do, decorations, shopping, and 
cooking, running here and there, and those of us who are still 
employed are focused on meeting year-end objectives, budgets and 
planning for the coming year.  It often seems to be more toil than 

celebration and it can easily draw our focus away from the “reason for the season”.  I 
really want to stay focused on Christ and not be enticed by worldly events and 
distractions. The events of this year are making that exceedingly difficult.  I have to 
keep reminding myself that God is in control and He has a plan.

Our Nation is desperately in need of prayer. In this Presidential Election year it 
seems everything became political. Many of our nation’s founding principles 
are under attack.  As Fr. TJ said in a recent homily in reference to the right to 
life and freedom of religion, “These are not political issues, but moral issues.”  

But, in the end (as it was in the beginning) it all comes back to God. “The real 
hope is not in something we think we can do, but in God, who is making something 
good out of it in some way we cannot see.” Thomas Merton “We know that all things 
work for good for those who love God, and who are called according to his purpose.” 
Romans 8:28

So, yes, God does have a plan, and we are a part of that plan. Is He calling us 
to be His hands, His feet, His voice? “God can’t steer a parked car”. Fr. Brett 
Brannen author of, To Save a Thousand Souls. It is my belief that we are called 
not only to pray, but to put our prayer into action; Prayerful, Peaceful, Loving 
action.

Thank you all for your dedication to the Serra mission and I wish you and your 
families all blessed and Happy Holy Days.

Mark
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Serra Northeast of Houston Monthly Meeting 

Many fellow Serrans joined together for the November Zoom meeting to “see” and hear Father Richard.   Father 
Richard, as always, was awesome in sharing the happenings at the Vocation Office.   He also shared great insight with 
questions that have troubled many of  us, how do I help foster a vocation to the priesthood or religious life in my 
family? 

The common characteristic in young people discerning priesthood or religious life is FAMILY.  Families, said Father, 
are doing a great job instilling vocations in their children.  Families create a culture of  vocation in their home; some 
by bringing their children to daily Mass and exposing them to the liturgy. and fostering prayer in the home.  Many 
make an effort to introduce their children to the parish Seminarian and encouraging conversaton.   Catechisis, said 
Father, really starts at home.   He knows of  many who use the website: vocation lessons.   
Father Richard also shared the happenings at the Seminaries as well as informing us the the activiites at the Vocation 
Office to foster vocations. 

Due to Covid concerns, St. Mary’s Seminary, sent everyone home, and they will not return until the next semester.  
The Seminaries at Covington, LA, and Dallas, have locked down and those seminarians are staying at the Seminary. 

Father is encouraged regarding the number of  men applying for entrance to the Seminary for this coming semester, 
but is concerned about the next generation of  young people.   Covid has caused a serious drought in interest in 
vocations.   “I rely on prayer to have people decide to join the Seminary,” related Father Richard.  Covid has caused 
us to not do events as we have in the past, but we are doing what we can.   The virtual events have not been 
successful.    

Father has been involved in many retreat activities, with either one person, or very small groups.  He told us of  a 
novel idea formulated by Father David Michael Moses.  At St. Faustina, he is trying to start a convent in his parish!    

Look for a Town Hall meeting  January 9.  It will be virtual, but they will attempt to instill many interactive activities. 
The newly created webpage, Discover the Joy of  Your Vocation, expains many of  the activities:  
https://houstonvocations.com .      

We must continue to pray, pray, pray, but remember, ONLY GOD PRODUCES VOCATION.     
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SERRA	DISTRICT	4	SPONSORED	AN	ALTAR	SERVER	APPRECIATION	MASS	

Most Reverend George A. SheltZ celebrated the Mass and 
led the award  ceremony.   Altar servers who are currently 
servers and served at least 5 years, were awarded a 
certificate and special cross.  So many young people were 
honored that the ceremony took two dates:  October 31, 
and November 14, 2020.	

      St. Dominic 
Christine Burling 
Christopher Burling 
Anne Espina 
Margarita Espinoza 
Minerva Flores 
Miranda Flores 
Jazmin Garcia 
Amalia Gomez 

Brianna Gonzalez 
Camilla Gonzalez 
Kevin Gonzalez 
Regina Gonzalez 
Kathryn Lamanilao 
Gustavo Lemus 
Lourdes Lemus 
Shane Martin 
Christian Penaflor 

Jubert Penaflor 
Maria Razo 
Melissa Rozo 
Jesus Rivera 
Jose Rivera 
Librado Rivera 
Rene Rivera 
Angel Soto 
Alma Velazco 

      St. John of  the Cross 
Angel Garcia 
Roberto Garcia 

Xitlali Hernandez 
Jose Solis Jr. 

      St. Martha 
David Payne 
Mariya Schmidt 

Alex Varela 
Riley Villarreal 

      St. Mary Magdalene 
Emily Maxwell 
Verrick Walker 
Zachary Walker 

Maria Flores 
Manuel Flores 
Jimena Flores 
Jose Flores 
Neila Pereria 

Marcia Pereria 
Pedro Pereria 
Rosemary Mendoza 
Brandy Umanzor 

Father Richard with Mariya Schmidt, Riley Villarreal, David Payne, Alex Varela

Most Reverend George 
A Sheltz
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Heavenly Father,  
You  

who created the sun and the moon,  
the night and the day,  
the earth and the stars,  
but most importantly,  

humans.   
Please send us more priests  

to do Your will and to spread  
Your Word,  
Your Light,  

and  
Your Wisdom  

throughout the church.   
But most importantly to help spread 

 Your love  
throughout the church.   

For You are love.   
In Jesus’ name,  

Amen 
Sarah Brown - 4th Grade 
St. Martha Catholic School

Winners of the Vocation Prayer Contest 
CONGRATULATIONS

O God, ruler of  the world.   
Maker of  the abiotic and the biotic.   

We ask for an increase of  priests  
and  

let our religion to populate.   
Teaching our children Holy Jesus’ life.  With our kids 

reading  
through the Bible, 

 and  
learning about  

the new and old testaments.   
O, God, thank You.   

Through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen 
Arthur Podsiadlo - 5th grade 
St. Martha Wednesday CCE

God,  
please call us  
to serve You  

as priests, to preach Your Word.   
As sisters, to pray to You  

for those people who need Your help.   
Or even to be married or lead a single life.   

Please call us  
to be many different things,  

but especially priests.   
We definitely need more  

to teach people  
how important it is to pray to You ,  

and  
to follow Your path of  prayer and holiness.  

 Send down the Holy Spirit  
to help us answer Your call.   

We will try our best to serve You,  
even if  it is not  

what we imagined our calling to be.  
Whatever path You choose for us, 

 it will be the correct one.   
Thank You for calling all of  us to follow You.  

Amen 

Juliette Norman - 5th Grade 
St. Martha Catholic School
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DID YOU KNOW? part 1

FOUR QUALITIES OF ST. JUNIPERO SERRA TO EMULATE 
By Cardinal Collins 

PRAYER:   
We pray for “laborers to His harvest”.  Two types of  laborers: shepherds who lead us in “answering the call” 
of  love for Christ.  They respond to the call in a specific way through service to God’s people as priests, sisters 
and brothers.  Junipero Serra followed his call of  love for Christ in different circumstances and prayer was a 
fundamental part of  his following God’s will throughout his life.  Another kind of  laborer which we keep in 
mind is Serrans, those who are called to work in support of  Vocations in the church.  While we do pray for 
Vocations, we also are called to do so in a collective way.  This is what is unique to Serra club.  We organize 
adoration hours or special events which encourage individual prayer and communal prayer.  Adoration is a 
primary way to increase our spirituality as it is a face to face encounter with our Lord.  From Adoration 
comes action.  That sequence is important.  Junipero Serra modeled for us the importance of  starting with 
prayer.  
  
STUDY: 
Study is also central to what we do.  We grow through communal prayer but also through study.  Junipero 
Serra continued to study.  He used his doctorate in theology as a foundation to bring his rich understanding 
of  God to the world.  He used his knowledge, wisdom to serve the indigenous people of  both Mexico and 
what would become California.  This growth through study continues to help Serrans in the 3rd objective to 
respond to God’s call to holiness in our lives.  
  
ZEAL:    
Zeal is another characteristic of  Serra which we try to emulate today.  Cardinal Thomas Collins, who at the 
Serra Rally spoke about Serran Spirituality, insisted that we cannot be bland in our following of  this call to 
serve our Lord.  St. Junipero Serra is a model for pursuing his goal of  preaching the gospel and helping 
others to encounter Jesus Christ with zeal, never giving up on his mission.  “Always Forward” manifests our 
zeal which drives us forward.  We encourage priests and religious with enthusiasm.  We also strive to maintain 
that same energy in every club activity and pursuit of  our own spiritual growth.  
  
HOPE: 
Hope is the last characteristic which was highlighted.  This is not the same as optimism.  It is not simply 
believing that things are going to better tomorrow.  Hope does not give in to despair when confronted with 
frailties of  the human condition.  We work in that human plane and are faced with disappointments.  Hope 
leads us to see life in the larger context, seeing God’s hand in all that we do.   God’s mission continues to be 
manifest in our efforts even when things around you are not looking good.  It is one of  the cardinal virtues, 
an incredible positive force in our life.  Hope looks straight at evil and continues onward.  Faith is the basis of  
that hope.  Through our Prayer, Study and Zeal we find Hope to continue our work.  St. Junipero Serra was 
a model of  hope who kept focused on his mission despite difficulties.    
  
We have been confronted today with many aspects of  his life and of  colonial life that are difficult to 
understand today.  We have many things which we admire about Serra.  In addition to being our role model, 
we now have a saint as our patron who serves our intercessor.   We can be proud of  being called Serrans.   
  

The complete text of  Cardinal Collins talk can be found in the Serran Magazine, Volume 66, Number 1, 
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On the Mercy of God 
A spiritual meditation from the writings of  St. Junípero Serra 
O Lord, You are complete mercy, complete love, 
and complete tenderness toward all men and women, 
even toward the most ungrateful sinners. 
You wish all people to attain the ends 
for which You compassionately created us. 
You yearn that we might believe 
that You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
and advance toward the salvation You will for us. 
  
You are sweet and gentle, 
and You call us in the gentleness of  Your divine voice, 
in the sweet and gentle tones of  a Father 
addressing his favorite child. 
You extend the golden bonds of  Your goodwill and love, 
You pardon us in your mercy. 
  
Father of  all mercy and consolation, 
pour forth the abundance of  Your love with mercy. 
By your mercy, conquer every type of  malice. 
Help us to leave not only our faults, 
but the bad habits and situations in our lives which lead 
to these faults, 
that we might love You alone. 
  
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening with a contrite 
heart. 
Help us to begin right now to realize the truth! 
To be entirely animated by love of  You, 
Help us begin to live a holy life, 

with a burning love and zeal for the salvation of  our 
neighbors. 
Make us more gentle, more calm, 
more nurturing and strong. 

Remind us of  Your gentle goodwill, O Lord. 
May we never be severe or harsh. 
May we see in everyone, a child whom You have created 
and 
redeemed with the most precious blood of  Your Son. 
Teach us to know that You value kindness, 
that love is the best way to attract people to You. 
May we always help others to taste and see 
the sweetness and gentleness of  Your love. 
  
Let us bear every hardship 
for the love of  You and the salvation of  souls. 
In our trials, may we know that we are loved as Your own 
children. 
To a willing heart all is sweet, 
so grant us love and patience, and 
conform us always to Your will, O God. 
  
We entrust ourselves to the 
Ever-Immaculate Queen Mary 
and say with the Angel, “Hail Mary.” 
  

— Compiled by Most Reverend José H. Gomez, 
Archbishop of  Los Angeles 

July 1, 2020

DID YOU KNOW? part 2
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For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, and Serra International, check the following 
websites by clicking the links 

https://serraus.org            https://serra10.comhttps://www.serrainternational.org. 

SERRA DISTRICT 10, USA,  AND SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Serra Northeast of Houston involved in Many Activities 

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN 
 Seminarians John Baker, Houston Okonma, and 
Marco Medina, received a festive Halloween 
basket, and special Thanksgiving/Christmas treats  
from their Adoptive Team, Sandie & Porter Taylor, 
Rita Girau, Sheila Yepsen, Karen & John Ehlig.

Be sure to check Page 18 of  the latest Serran magazine and read about District 10 leaders,  
Margo Geddie of  Serra Club of  Houston and Candice Tyrrell of  Serra Club of  North Houston.  

Congratulations! 
A Map to Success  

How two Houston clubs took home the top gains in the Missionaries of  St. Junípero Serra Contest.                
Click here for the full article.   Serra Magazine.   

These two women 
from different clubs in Houston, Texas, helped lead their clubs to take home the top two prizes in the                                 

2019-2020 Missionaries of  Saint Junípero Serra (MSJS) membership contest. 

The Reeds, with help from 
fellow Serrans,  took charge of 
bringing a Thanksgiving meal 

to the Shalom Center.   
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ST

DECEMBER  SAINTS

03 - Saint Francis Xavier. Born in 1506 in Navarre (Spain); died on this day in 1552 off  the coast of  China. 
Francis Xavier met Ignatius of  Loyola while both were studying in Paris and became one of  the first Jesuits. 
At the request of  Ignatius, he went to Goa (India) as a missionary and travelled extensively through 
southeast Asia to Japan, winning many converts and organising Christian communities. He was noted for 
the simplicity of  his lifestyle and for his tireless missionary zeal

04 - St. John Damascene. Born about 675 in Damascus (Syria); died near Jerusalem about 
749. A Christian official in a Moslem government. Became a monk and later presbyter at Mar Saba monastery 
near Jerusalem, where he was renowned as a theologian and biblical commentator. Noted for his vigorous 
defence of  the veneration of  images against the iconoclasts, for his theological writings synthesising the thought 
of  the Greek Fathers, and for his poetry and hymnody.

06 - St. Nicholas. He died in the fourth century. Bishop of  Myra (Turkey) but nothing 
more is known about his life. Since the tenth century, widely venerated and frequently claimed as 
a patron in both East and West. His cult in the West was further ensured when his relics were 
moved from Myra to Bari (Italy) in the eleventh century. His reputation for generosity led to the 
custom of  giving children gifts on his feast day, and thus to the Christmas figure of  Santa Claus.

08 - Immaculate Conception.  This feast had its origin in the East as the “Conception of  Mary by Saint 
Anne.” It spread through the West during the Middle Ages as the “Immaculate Conception” and was 
extended to the entire Western Church in the eighteenth century. The feast celebrates Mary, preserved 
from sin from the moment of  conception; she is the first fruits of  her Son’s redemption and a prophetic 
model of  what the Church is called to be.

12 -Our Lady of  Guadalupe.  The North American continent is honoured by the Shrine of  Our Lady 
of  Guadalupe near Mexico City. On 9 Dcember 1531, the Blessed Mother appeared to a simple Amer-
indian convert, Juan Diego. Her picture was miraculously impressed upon his cloak. Our Lady of  
Guadalupe, Patroness of  the Americas, showed herself  as a tender and compassionate mother.

13 - St. Lucy.  Lucy died at Syracuse in Sicily, probably in the persecution of  the emperor Diocletian in 
304. Widely venerated from the earliest times, her memorial has long been kept on this day. Probably 
because her name is suggestive of  light, her intercession has been sought for eyesight problems. Named in 
Eucharistic Prayer I (The Roman Canon) and remembered as a youth, radiant with Christian faith and 

27 - St. John the Apostle.What distinguishes this disciple from the others is that 
he received and responded more fully to the love of  Jesus than all others. He was the only 
male disciple present at the foot of  the cross. His love brought him to the empty tomb quicker 
than Peter; his love gave him the insight to recognize the true meaning of  the empty tomb; 
and ultimately to grasp and to proclaim the mystery of  the Word-made-flesh:that Jesus was 
God-incarnate.

ACP
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 
• Mon. Dec. 7 - Please join our Chaplain, Father Feliz at St. Mary Magdalene at 8:30 am, for a Serran 

Mass and recommitment ceremony.  This is in lieu of  our normal December meeting.  The 
Christmas social at the Manor House has been cancelled due to Covid concerns.  

• Tues. Dec 8  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues. Dec. 8- Feast of  the Immaculate Conception  
• Fri. Dec. 11,  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Thurs. Dec.17 -  Outreach Mass: St. Martha 8:30 am. Wear Serra Shirt 
• Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day 
• Jan. 25, 2021, next monthly meeting -Zoom at 6:30pm 

December Birthdays  
6 -Consecrated Joelma Regis, 
Chancery Office 
8 - Seminarian Jose Serrato, St. Mary’s Seminary 
12 - Sr. Julianne Sandoval, St. Martha’s Kitchen 
16 - Tom Angelino 
16 - Jack Ward 
17 - Bruce Farmer 
18 - Fr. David Anelino, St. Theresa  
22 - Fr. Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle 
27 - Deacon James Meshell, St. Mary Magdalene 
29 - Rodney Williamson

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe from the 
Coronavirus 

December Ordination Anniversaries 
9 - Fr. Ralph Roberts, St. Martha
21- Msgr. Chester Borski, St. Mary Seminary

A SHEPHERD'S MESSAGE 

By Daniel Cardinal DiNardo: GOD IS HERE (Emmanuel), 
has not withdrawn from us and our concerns, has not left us 
alone! In the midst of  the pandemic, God wants to become 
more intimate with us, our hopes and fears, our waiting and 
our joys. 

Read entire article - click here:  Advent Message. 
.  
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

St. Padre Pio – 
Deadlines

“You can’t give God deadlines.”

Guardian Angels
“How consoling it is to know 

that we have a spirit, who from the womb to the 
tomb, never leaves us even for an instant, not 
even when we dare to sin. And this heavenly 
spirit guides and protects us like a friend, a 
brother.”


